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among themselves. Then at the beginning of the following
century there were three years of crop failure and famine. As
an outcome of the situation so created a considerable section
of the free peasantry sold themselves to their lords to become
serfs or slaves on condition that they were at least fed. Others,
like the peasantry of England of the same period, wandered
about the country and formed bands to loot the merchants and
travellers on the trade and travel roads. Others fled to the far
north or to the Cossack south. An insurrectionary movement,
led by a claimant to the throne, the 'False Dimitri', broke out
and was supported by the broken men of all classes. The false
Dimitri actually entered Moscow and appears to have ascended
the throne, but he was very soon deposed and killed. This rising
was quickly followed by a revolt of a more definitely peasant
character with Bolotnikow, an ex-slave, as its leader. Bolotnikow
called on the peasantry to rise and slay their lords, capture their
wives and children, and destroy their manor houses. After an
initial success, he was in his turn defeated. Then appeared a
new leader, 'The Thief of Tushino', who established a great
camp near Moscow to which again the broken men flocked.
In the end, after much fighting, this rising was also crushed,
and in 1613 Michael Romanov was elected Tsar. The process
of enserfment of the peasants had been going on during the Time
of Troubles' and the peasantry were often on the verge of
starvation; large numbers must have actually died. They were
helpless. As a general result we find under Romanov rule the
peasants on the State demesnes bound to the Iand3 though they
had a nominal right to leave it if they could obtain a substitute.
Whilst on private estates those of the peasants who had not sold
themselves into serfdom or slavery were still technically free
and able to take land on terms settled by a bargain with the
lords: in fact they were in such a position that they had no
bargaining power, since the lords were still the only source from
which a peasant could obtain such money as he needed to
cultivate his land, and the peasantry had to take the lords'
terms or die. Substantially freedom disappeared. Concurrently
household slaves were becoming workers on the land.